
 
Radical acceptance is a concept rooted in Dialectical Behavior Therapy (DBT), which encourages 
accepting things as they are without judgment. It can be a helpful tool in managing anxiety related to 
uncertainties or things that cannot be known or understood. Here are some steps you can take: 

1. Acknowledge Your Feelings: Recognize and acknowledge the anxiety you're feeling. Allow 
yourself to feel without judgment. It's okay to feel uncertain or anxious about the unknown. 

2. Mindfulness and Grounding Techniques: Practice mindfulness to stay present in the moment. 
Grounding techniques, such as deep breathing or focusing on your senses, can help anchor you 
in the present and reduce anxiety. 

3. Identify Uncontrollable Factors: Clearly identify what aspects of the situation are beyond your 
control. Accept that there are some things you cannot change or influence. 

4. Challenge Catastrophic Thinking: Anxiety often involves catastrophic thinking, where you 
imagine the worst possible outcomes. Challenge these thoughts by asking yourself if they are 
based on facts or assumptions. Focus on what you do know rather than what you fear might 
happen. 

5. Letting Go of Certainty: Understand that certainty is not always possible, and that's okay. 
Embrace uncertainty as a natural part of life. The need for certainty can contribute to anxiety, so 
by letting go of this need, you can reduce your anxiety. 

6. Practice Self-Compassion: Be kind to yourself. It's normal to feel anxious about the unknown. 
Treat yourself with the same compassion you would offer a friend going through a similar 
situation. 

7. Radical Acceptance Statements: Create or find radical acceptance statements that resonate 
with you. Repeat these statements when you feel overwhelmed by anxiety. For example, "I 
cannot control everything, and that's okay" or "I accept that I cannot know the outcome, and I 
choose to focus on the present." 

8. Distract Yourself Positively: Engage in activities that bring you joy or relaxation. Distracting 
yourself with positive and enjoyable activities can help shift your focus away from anxiety. 

9. Seek Support: Talk to someone you trust about your feelings. Sharing your thoughts and fears 
with others can provide support and perspective. 

10. Professional Help: If anxiety is significantly impacting your daily life, consider seeking 
professional help from a therapist or counselor who can provide guidance and support. 

Remember that radical acceptance is a skill that takes practice. It's about accepting reality as it is, even 
when it's difficult. Consistent practice can lead to a reduction in anxiety and an increased ability to cope 
with uncertainties. 

 

 

 



How to use radical acceptance and coping statements 

Radical acceptance and coping statements can be powerful tools in managing difficult emotions, 
especially in situations where you may not have control or understanding. Here's how you can use both 
concepts together: 

Radical Acceptance: 

1. Identify the Situation: Recognize when you are facing a situation that is causing distress or 
discomfort. This could be an uncertainty, a loss, or something you find challenging to accept. 

2. Acknowledge Your Emotions: Allow yourself to acknowledge and validate your emotions 
without judgment. Understand that it's okay to feel the way you do. 

3. Mindfulness and Present-Moment Awareness: Practice mindfulness to stay present in the 
moment. Pay attention to your thoughts and feelings without getting caught up in judgments or 
the desire for things to be different. 

4. Use Coping Statements: Integrate coping statements into your self-talk to reinforce the practice 
of radical acceptance. Coping statements help shift your mindset and promote resilience. 

Coping Statements: 

1. "I cannot control everything, and that's okay." Acknowledge that there are aspects of life 
beyond your control, and it's okay not to have all the answers. 

2. "I choose to focus on the present moment." Shift your focus from future uncertainties to the 
present. Often, anxiety arises from worrying about what might happen in the future. 

3. "I can handle whatever comes my way." Remind yourself of your ability to cope and adapt. You 
have faced challenges before, and you can navigate through this one too. 

4. "I accept the reality of this situation." Embrace the concept of radical acceptance by 
acknowledging and accepting the reality of the present moment, even if it's difficult. 

5. "This too shall pass." Remember that difficult times are temporary. Change is a constant, and 
situations evolve over time. 

6. "I am resilient and can learn from this experience." Acknowledge your inner strength and view 
challenges as opportunities for growth and learning. 

7. "I release the need for certainty." Recognize that certainty is not always possible, and by 
releasing the need for it, you can reduce anxiety and stress. 

8. "I am doing the best I can with what I know." Offer yourself compassion by acknowledging that 
you are doing your best given the information and resources available to you. 

9. "I am not alone; I can seek support." Reach out to friends, family, or professionals for support. 
Connection with others can provide comfort and perspective. 

10. "I am in control of my reactions and responses." While you may not control external 
circumstances, you have the power to choose how you respond to them. 



Integration: 

 Combine radical acceptance and coping statements during challenging moments. For example, 
when facing uncertainty, you might say, "I cannot control everything, and that's okay. I choose 
to focus on the present moment and trust that I can handle whatever comes my way." 

 Practice these statements regularly, especially in moments of stress or anxiety. Consistency is 
key to reinforcing these positive thought patterns. 

Remember, both radical acceptance and coping statements require practice and patience. Over time, 
they can become valuable tools in building emotional resilience and navigating the uncertainties of life. 

 


